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Abstention: Astensione.
Constructive abstention is the idea of allowing a Member State to abstain on a vote in Council under the common foreign and security policy, without blocking a unanimous decision. This option was introduced by the Treaty of Amsterdam. 

Accession criteria: Criteri di adesione. 
In June 1993, the Copenhagen European Council recognised the right of the countries of central and eastern Europe to join the European Union when they have fulfilled three criteria: political: stable institutions guaranteeing democracy, the rule of law, human rights and respect for minorities; economic: a functioning market economy; incorporation of the Community acquis: adherence to the various political, economic and monetary aims of the European Union. The Union reserves the right to decide when it will be ready to accept new members. 

Additionality: Addizionalità.
The principle which means that funding from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) is additional to that provided by national and local authorities. 
ADP: Programma di sviluppo agricolo.
Agricultural Development Programme, a term describing regional policy programmes of rural regeneration. 
Agenda 2000: It is an action programme adopted by the Commission on 15 July 1997. Agenda 2000 tackles all the questions facing the Union at the beginning of the 21st century. Attached to it are the Commission's opinions on the countries that have applied for Union membership. 

Architecture of Europe: Architettura europea.
This refers to the various organisations, institutions, treaties and traditional relations making up the European area within which members work together on problems of shared interest. An essential part of this architecture was established by the Treaty on European Union, which formed three pillars: the European Community (first pillar), the common foreign and security policy (second pillar) and co-operation in the fields of justice and home affairs (third pillar). 
Budget: Bilancio.
All the Union's revenue and expenditure is entered in the Community budget on the basis of the annual forecasts. In 1998 the Community budget totalled EUR 91 billion in commitment appropriations. The Community budget is based on several principles, including: unity (all the revenue and expenditure is brought together in a single document); annuality (budget operations relate to a given budget year); equilibrium (expenditure must not exceed revenue). A new financial perspective will be adopted by the Member States to define the growth of the budget between 2000 and 2006. 

CAP (Common Agricultural Policy): Politica agricola comune.
The common agricultural policy is a matter reserved exclusively for the Union. Its aims are to ensure reasonable prices for Europe's consumers and fair incomes for farmers, in particular by establishing common agricultural market organisations and by applying the principles of single prices, financial solidarity and Community preference. The CAP is one of the most important Union policies (agricultural expenditure accounts for some 45% of the Community budget). Policy is decided by qualified majority vote in the Council after consultation of the European Parliament. 
CDP (Common Defence Policy): Politica comune della difesa.
The European Union's common foreign and security policy includes the eventual framing of a common defence policy which might in time lead to a common defence. On defence matters, the European Union requests Western European Union (WEU) to elaborate and implement decisions and actions which have defence implications. 
Citizenship: Cittadinanza.
Anyone who is a national of a Member State is considered to be a citizen of the Union. In addition to the rights and duties laid down in the Treaty establishing the European Community, Union citizenship confers four special rights: freedom to move and take up residence anywhere in the Union; the right to vote and stand in local government and European Parliament elections in the country of residence; diplomatic and consular protection from the authorities of any Member State where the country of which a person is a national is not represented in a non-Union country; the right of petition and appeal to the European Ombudsman. 

Co-Decision Procedure: Procedura di codecisione.
It refers to the treaty provisions which describe the conciliation procedure within decision-making to be followed by EU institutions when they fail to agree on proposed legislation. The co-decision procedure was introduced by the Treaty of Maastricht. It gives Parliament the power to adopt instruments jointly with the Council. In practice, it has strengthened Parliament's legislative powers in the following fields: the free movement of workers, right of establishment, services, the internal market, education, health, consumer policy, trans-European networks, environment, culture and research. 
Cohesion fund: Fondo di coesione.
A financial redistribution policy for reducing national and regional socio-economic disparities, especially through a new structural fund, the Cohesion Fund. 
Committee of the Regions: Comitato delle regioni.
Set up by the Maastricht Treaty, it consists of 222 representatives of local and regional authorities appointed by the Council for four years on the basis of proposals from the Member States. It is consulted by the Council or the Commission in areas affecting local and regional interests, such as education, youth, culture, health and social and economic cohesion.
Following the entry into force of the Treaty of Amsterdam, the Committee has to be consulted on an even wider range of fields - the environment, the Social Fund, vocational training, cross-border co-operation and transport. 
Common strategy: Strategia comune.
In concrete terms, a common strategy sets out the aims and length of time covered and the means to be made available by the Union and the Member States. Common strategies are implemented by the Council, in particular by adopting joint actions and common positions. The Council can recommend common strategies to the European Council. 
Community law: Diritto comunitario.
Strictly speaking, Community law consists of the founding Treaties (primary legislation) and the provisions of instruments enacted by the Community institutions by virtue of them (secondary legislation). In a broader sense, Community law encompasses all the rules of the Community legal order, including general principles of law, the case law of the Court of Justice, law flowing from the Community's external relations and supplementary law contained in conventions and similar agreements concluded between the Member States to give effect to Treaty provisions. All these rules of law form part of what is known as the Community acquis. 
Community legal instruments: Strumenti giuridici comunitari.
The term refers to the instruments available to the Community institutions to carry out their tasks. They are:
- regulations: these are binding and directly applicable in all Member States; 
- directives: these bind the Member States as to the results to be achieved; they have to be transposed into the national legal framework:
- decisions: these are fully binding on those to whom they are addressed; 
- recommendations and opinions: these are non-binding, declaratory instruments. 

Community powers: Poteri comunitari.
Powers are conferred on the Community in specific areas. The European Communities are thus able to act only within the framework of the Treaties. There are three types of powers. Explicit powers: these are clearly defined in the Treaties; Implicit powers: where the European Community has explicit powers in a particular area; Subsidiary powers: where the Community has no explicit or implicit powers. 

Competition Policy: Politica della competizione.
The objective of achieving a balance between imposing necessary restrictions upon unrestrained economic competition, and the removal of damaging restrictive economic practices by enterprises and governments that prevent a coherent integration of the EU market. 

Composition of the Commission: Composizione della Commissione.
The Commission is currently made up of at least one national of each Member State (two for France, the United Kingdom, Germany, Spain and Italy). However, the problem is to determine what is the optimum number of Commissioners needed to guarantee the legitimacy, collective responsibility and efficiency of an institution whose purpose is to represent the general interest and whose Members are completely independent. 
Consultation procedure: Procedura di consultazione.
Under this procedure the Council must consult the European Parliament and take its views into account. However, it is not bound by Parliament's position but only by the obligation to consult it. The procedure applies in particular to the common agricultural policy. 
Convergence Criteria: Criteri di convergenza.
The conditions which will make a Member State eligible for incorporation into Economic and Monetary Union (EMU), relating to price stability, budget deficit, government debt, currency stability, and interest rates. 
Co-operation procedure: Procedura di cooperazione.
It was introduced by the Single European Act. It gave Parliament greater influence in the legislative process by allowing it two "readings" of Commission proposals. Since the entry into force of the EU Treaty, it has applied to the following areas in particular: transport, non-discrimination, the Social Fund, vocational training, trans-European networks, economic and social cohesion, research, environment, development co-operation, health and safety of workers. 
Council of the European Union: Consiglio dell’Unione Europea.
The Council, sometimes referred to as the Council of Ministers, is the European Union's main decision-making institution. It consists of the ministers of the fifteen Member States responsible for the matters on the agenda: foreign affairs, farming, industry, transport or whatever. Each country in the Union in turn holds the chair for six months. Decisions are prepared by the Committee of Permanent Representatives of the Member States (COREPER), The Council is assisted by its General Secretariat. 

Court of Auditors: Corte dei Conti.
Composed of fifteen members appointed for six years by unanimous decision of the Council after consulting the European Parliament. It audits Union revenue and expenditure to make sure it is lawful and proper and ensures that financial management is sound. 
Court of Justice: Corte di Giustizia.
The Court of Justice of the European Communities is made up of fifteen judges assisted by nine advocates-general appointed for six years by agreement among the Member States. It has two principal functions: to check whether instruments of the European institutions and of governments are compatible with the Treaties, and, at the request of a national court, to pronounce on the interpretation or the validity of provisions contained in Community law. 
CTP (Common Transport Policy): Politica comune dei trasporti.
The aim of the common transport policy is to lay down common rules applicable to international transport to or from the territory of the Member States or passing across the territory of one or more of them. It is also concerned with laying down the conditions under which non-resident carriers may operate services within a Member State; and lastly, it covers measures to improve transport safety. 
Decision: Decisione.
With the entry into force of the Treaty of Amsterdam, new instruments have replaced joint action. More binding and more authoritative, they should serve to make action under the reorganised third pillar more effective. Framework decisions are used to align the laws and regulations of the Member States. They are binding on the Member States as to the result to be achieved but leave the choice of form and methods to the national authorities. Decisions are used for any other purpose. They are binding and any measures required to implement them at Union level are adopted by the Council acting by a qualified majority. 

Declaration: Dichiarazione.
A statement of intention by Member States contained within a EU treaty. Of lesser status than a Protocol, it has limited judicial force. 
Democratic Deficit: Deficit democratico.
The claim that there is a lack of proper democratic and parliamentary supervision and accountability in EU decision-making procedures. 

Deregulation: Deregolamentazione.
The ending of unnecessary economic rules or governmental practice through measures intended to remove all restrictions to trade within the EU. 

Derogation: Deroga.
The exemption of one or more Member States from the provisions of EU legislation. 

Direct Elections: Elezioni dirette.
Since 1979 held at five-yearly intervals for the European Parliament (EP). Each Member State is free to decide upon its own electoral system. 
Directives: Direttive.
EC decisions which are binding upon the EC institutions and the Member States, but as general instructions on the goal to be achieved. The way in which the goal is to be attained is left to the discretion of each Member State. 

Discrimination: Discriminazione.
The application of restrictive trade practices by one Member State against the goods and companies of other Member States. 
Double majority: Doppia maggioranza.
In the light of enlargement, solutions have been put forward for maintaining the current balance between "large" countries and "small" countries in Council decision-making. Requiring a majority both of the Member States and of the population of the Union to be in favour before any decision can be taken in the Council would be a way of avoiding what some see as the over-representation of the smaller countries. A suggested that the qualified-majority threshold (currently about 70% of Member State votes) could be maintained, but Member States voting in favour would have to represent three fifths of the total population. The thresholds for this double majority could vary depending on the subject. 

EC: Comunità Europea.
The European Community, an earlier term now replaced by EU (European Union); not to be confused with the European Commission, the executive branch of the EU. 
Economic and Social Committee: Comitato Economico e sociale.
It was set up by the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community in 1957 to represent the interests of the various economic and social groups. It consists of 222 members falling into three categories: employers, workers and representatives of particular types of activity. Members are appointed for four years by unanimous Council decision and this term may be renewed. 

Education Policy: Politica dell’istruzione.
First recognised as a policy competence by the Treaty on European Union. It has largely been limited to stressing the need for closer collaboration and mutual understanding, and has taken the form of recommendations rather than binding legislation. 

Education, Vocational Training and Youth: Istruzione, formazione professionale e gioventù.
Since 1995 there have been three main education and vocational training programmes: Socrates, encourages student mobility, and to that end, co-operation between universities (ERASMUS programme), schools and in language learning (COMENIUS programme).  Socrates also encourages the development of networks with a view to the recognition of qualifications, the provision of information in the field of education (EURYDICE) and the exchange of experience between decision-makers in the field of education (ARION); LEONARDO promotes access to vocational training by improving national vocational training systems and encouraging innovation and life-long learning; Youth for Europe III facilitates the mobility of less privileged young people outside education structures in order to give them access to local projects which complement their training.
EEA: Area Economica Europea.
The European Economic Area (EEA) is an 18 nation organisation made up of the EU and EFTA countries. 
EEC: Comunità Economica Europea.
European Economic Community, an earlier term now replaced by EU. 
EFTA: Area Europea di Libero Commercio.
European Free Trade Area, four western European nations. These are: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland. 
Employment: Occupazione.
It is one of the key concerns of the Member States. There are five priority areas for action to promote employment: improving employment opportunities by promoting investment in vocational training; increasing the employment rate; reducing non-wage labour costs;  increasing the effectiveness of labour-market policies;  improving help for groups which are particularly hard hit by unemployment. 
EMU (Economic and Monetary Union): Unione Economica e Monetaria.
It is meant to the introduction of a single currency. EMU is to be achieved in three stages. First stage free: movement of capital between Member States, closer co-ordination of economic policies and closer co-operation between central banks; Second stage: convergence of the economic and monetary policies of the Member States; Third stage: establishment of a European Central Bank, fixing of exchange rates and introduction of a single currency. Eleven Member States are participating in the third stage of EMU that began on 1 January 1999. Four Member States have not adopted the single currency. 

EN: Standard europeo.
European Standard (Euro-Norm), a technical document written by CEN or CENELEC. 

Enlargement: Allargamento.
It was originally the term used to refer to the four successive waves of new members joining the Community. Nine countries have so far joined the six founder members - Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands - at the following times:1973: Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom; 1981: Greece; 1986: Portugal and Spain; 1995: Austria, Finland and Sweden. With the growing number of applicants for membership the concept of enlargement has taken on a different meaning. 

Environment: Ambiente.
The aim of Community environment policy is to preserve, protect and improve the quality of the environment and to protect people's health. It also sets great store by the prudent and rational use of natural resources. Lastly, it seeks to promote measures at international level to deal with regional or world wide environmental problems. 

Equal opportunities: Pari opportunità.
Two key elements of the general principle of equal opportunities are the ban on discrimination on grounds of nationality and equal pay for men and women. It is intended to apply to all fields, particularly economic, social, cultural and family life. The Treaty of Amsterdam added a new Article  to the Treaty, reinforcing the principle of non-discrimination, which is closely linked to equal opportunities. Under this new Article, the Council has the power to take appropriate action to combat discrimination based on sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation. 

EU: Unione Europea.
Formerly known as the European Economic Community (EEC), and later shortened to European Community (EC), the European Union (EU) is a group of 15 European nations that have established a single market area. 

Europe agreement: Accordo Europeo.
It is a specific type of association agreement concluded between the European Union and certain Central and Eastern European states. Its aim is to prepare the associated state for accession to the European Union, and is based on respect of human rights, democracy, the rule of law and the market economy. To date, Europe agreements have been concluded with ten countries: Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia and Slovenia. 

European Anthem: Inno Europeo.
The words of Schiller's 'Ode to Joy' as set to music in the final movement of Beethoven's Ninth Symphony, and played on ceremonial occasions. 
European Central Bank (ECB): Banca Centrale Europea.
The body to come into existence between 1997 and 1999 with the third stage of Economic and Monetary Union (EMU), with powers to issue the European Currency Unit (ECU) and control monetary policy. 
European Commission: Commissione Europea.
It is a body with powers of initiative, implementation, management and control. It is the guardian of the Treaties and the embodiment of the interests of the Community. It is composed of twenty independent members (two each from France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the United Kingdom and one each from all the other countries), including a President and two Vice-Presidents. It is appointed for a five-year term, by agreement among the Member States, and is subject to a vote of appointment by the European Parliament, to which it is answerable, before it can be sworn in. The Commissioners are assisted by an administration made up of directorates-general and specialised departments whose staff are divided mainly between Brussels and Luxembourg. 
European Council: Consiglio Europeo.
It is the term used to describe the regular meetings of the Heads of State or Government of the European Union Member States. It first met in. Its existence was given legal recognition by the Single European Act, while official status was conferred on it by the Treaty on European Union. It meets at least twice a year and the President of the European Commission attends as a full member. Its objectives are to give the European Union the impetus it needs in order to develop further and to define general policy guidelines. 

Euro-sceptics: Euroscettici.
A phrase describing those people who oppose attempts to increase the degree of political integration. 
Expenditure: Uscite.
Budget resources expected to fund the several EU policies as well as EU running and administrative costs. The largest element is on agriculture. 

Financial perspective 2000-2006: Prospettive finanziarie 2000-2006.
The financial perspective forms the framework for Community expenditure over a period of several years. It is the product of an inter-institutional agreement between the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission and indicates the maximum volume and the composition of the foreseeable Community expenditure. It is adjusted annually by the Commission to take account of prices and the development of Community GNP. 
Founding Treaties: Trattati fondatori.
The original treaty documents that established the EU. 

Free movement of persons: Libertà di circolazione delle persone. 
(Visas, asylum, immigration and other policies). The Treaty of Amsterdam has written a new Title IV into the EU Treaty. It covers the following fields: free movement of persons; controls on external borders; asylum, immigration and safeguarding of the rights of third-country nationals; judicial co-operation in civil matters. 

Freedom of movement: Libertà di circolazione.
A fundamental objective of the EU, relating to people, goods, services and capital, and reconfirmed in the Treaty on European Union. 
Green Paper: Libro verde.
Commission Green Papers are documents intended to stimulate debate and launch a process of consultation at European level on a particular. These consultations may then lead to the publication of a White Paper, translating the conclusions of the debate into practical proposals for Community action. 
Human rights: Diritti umani.
The case law of the Court of Justice of the European Communities recognises the principles laid down in the Council of Europe's Convention on Human Rights. This respect for human rights was confirmed by the Member States in the preamble to the 1986 Single Act and later incorporated into Article 6 of the EU Treaty, which is based on the above Convention and the shared constitutional traditions of the Member States. 
IGC (Intergovernmental Conference): Conferenza intergovernativa.
This is the term used to describe negotiations between the Member States' governments with a view to amending the Treaties. An IGC is of major importance as regards European integration, where changes in the institutional and legal have always been the outcome of intergovernmental conferences (e.g. Single European Act and Treaty on European Union). 

Institutions: Istituzioni.
The central decision-making bodies of the EU, with a special status in treaties and in practice. 
Internal Market: Mercato interno.
A common market decided upon in 1985 and implemented by the end of 1992. 

ISO: The International Organisation for Standardisation is responsible for preparing international standards on all subjects except those covered by IEC. 
Joint action: Azione comune.
This term, which refers to a legal instrument under Title V of the Treaty on European Union, means co-ordinated action by the Member States whereby resources of all are mobilised to attain specific objectives fixed by the Council on the base of general guidelines from the European Council. 
Justice and home affairs: Giustizia e affari interni.
Co-operation on justice and home affairs was institutionalised under the EU Treaty "third pillar". The aim of this co-operation was to give practical effect to the principle of the free movement of persons. 

Majority voting: Voto a maggioranza.
Simple majority voting in the Council of Ministers, confined to minor issues, usually of a procedural nature. 

MEPs (Members of the European Parliament): Parlamentare Europeo.
Representatives in the European Parliament (EP), elected for fixed five-year terms, and sitting in the EP as members of cross-national party groups, not by national delegations or party affiliations. 

Merger policy: Politica delle incorporazioni.
The ability of the Commission to consider and approve in advance any proposed cross-national mergers between enterprises with more than a specified level of turnover. 
Monetary policy: Politica monetaria.
It is fundamental to economic and monetary union (EMU). Decision-making procedures vary according to the topics in hand. 

"Multi-speed" Europe: Europa “a più velocità”.
It is the term used to describe the idea of a method of differentiated integration whereby common objectives are pursued by a group of Member States both able and willing to advance, it being implied that the others will follow later. 

Non-discrimination principle: Principio di non discriminazione.
The aim of this principle is to ensure equality of treatment for individuals irrespective of nationality, sex, racial or ethnic origin, religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation. 
Ombudsman: Mediatore Europeo.
The European Ombudsman is appointed by the European Parliament after each election for the duration of Parliament's term of office. He is empowered to receive complaints from any citizen of the Union or any natural or legal person residing in a Member State concerning instances of bad administration in the activities of the Community institutions or bodies within three months. He submits a report to the European Parliament at the end of each annual session. 
Opting out: Clausola di esenzione.
It is an exemption granted to a country that does not wish to join the other Member States in a particular area of Community co-operation as a way of avoiding a general stalemate. The United Kingdom, for instance, asked to be allowed not to take part in the third stage of economic and monetary union (EMU) and similar clauses were agreed with Denmark as regards EMU, defence and European citizenship. 
Own resources: Risorse proprie.
They are the tax revenue allocated to the European Union to finance its expenditure, which must not exceed the current ceiling of 1.27% of Community GNP. Originally, the Community budget depended on the Member States' financial contributions. However, a decision was adopted on 21 April 1970 giving it financial autonomy, and since 1 January 1978, the Community budget has been entirely financed by own resources. These are currently made up of four elements: agricultural duties, customs duties; the VAT resource: this comes from the application of a flat rate to the VAT base of each Member State; the 'fourth resource' is a so-called additional resource, because it is set according to the other three sources of budget revenue. It is based on GNP and the application of a rate to the total GNP of all the Member States. 
Parliamentary committees: Commissioni parlamentari.
Various committees have been set up within the European Parliament to organise its work. The members of each committee are elected at the beginning of and half-way through each parliamentary term, according to their political affiliation and their expertise. 

Petitions: Petizioni.
The right of petition is the right which every citizen of the European Union enjoys, individually or in association with other citizens, to submit a request to the European Parliament or to table a grievance before it on any subject which falls within the spheres of activity of the Community and concerns him or her directly. 

Pillars of the European Union: Pilastri dell’Unione Europea.
These are: the Community dimension, i.e. Union citizenship, Community policies, Economic and Monetary Union, etc. (first pillar); the common foreign and security policy, (second pillar); police and judicial co-operation in criminal matters, (third pillar). The Treaty of Amsterdam has transferred some of the fields covered by the old third pillar to the first pillar (free movement of persons). 

Policy: Politica.
The whole proposals, initiatives and legislation intended to achieve EC aims in specific fields of activity. 

Political agenda of the European Union: Programma politico dell’Unione Europea.
In practical terms this means: adjusting the Treaty on European Union; making the transition to a single currency in line with the agreed timetable and conditions; repairing for and carrying out the enlargement negotiations; adopting the financial perspective for the period beyond 31 December 1999; contributing to establishing the new European security architecture; actively continuing the policy of dialogue, co-operation and association already under way with the Union's neighbouring countries. 
Political Committee: Comitato politico.
It consists of political directors from the Member States' foreign ministries. It monitors the international situation in fields covered by the common foreign and security policy and helps determine policy by issuing opinions for the Council. It also supervises the implementation of agreed policies, without prejudice to the powers of the presidency and the Commission. 
Preamble: Preambolo.
The opening sentences of a EC treaty, which outlines the aims and main themes of the treaty. 
Presidency of the Union: Presidenza dell’Unione.
It is held in turn on a six-monthly basis by each Member State. A stint in the Presidency is a duty and a contribution that each Member State makes to the proper functioning of the Community institutions. At present, a Member State holds the Presidency every seven and a half years.
President of the European Commission: Presidente della Commissione Europea.
The Treaty of Amsterdam strengthens the role and position of the Commission President. The governments of the Member States designate the person they intend to appoint as President by common accord - a choice which then has to be approved by the European Parliament. The governments then designate the persons they intend to appoint as Members of the Commission, in agreement with the new President. The President lays down the broad policy lines to be followed by the Commission in its work. He also decides on the allocation of portfolios among the Commissioners. 
Product Liability: Responsabilità del prodotto.
Controlled by a 1988 directive imposing strong conditions on manufacturers for defects in their products which cause damage to purchasers and consumers. 
Production Quotas: Quote di produzione.
Limited imposed by the Commission on national and enterprise coal and steel production.

Protocol: Protocollo.
An additional element of a EU treaty, providing details on the implementation of treaty requirements, or those which are too lengthy for inclusion in the treaty proper. 

Provision: Misura.
The objectives and contents of a EU treaty. 

Qualified majority: Maggioranza qualificata.
It is the number of votes required in the Council for a decision to be adopted. The threshold for the qualified majority is set at 62 votes out of 87 (71%). Member States' votes are weighted on the basis of their population and corrected in favour of less-populated countries as follows: France, Germany, Italy and United Kingdom 10 votes each; Spain 8 votes; Belgium, Greece, the Netherlands and Portugal 5 votes each; Austria and Sweden 4 votes each; Denmark, Ireland and Finland 3 votes each; Luxembourg 2 votes. 
Recommendations: Raccomandazioni.
Views and preferences expressed by EU institutions on desired actions, but not binding on the Member States. 

Regional policy: Politica regionale.
A major policy concern, concentrating on reducing the differences in economic strength between the different regions of the EU, concentrating on aid for less developed regions and restructuring aid for those in economic decline. 
Regulations: Regolamenti.
The most rigorous form of legislation, detailed instructions applicable throughout the EC and directly binding upon the Member States. 
Reinforced qualified majority: Maggioranza qualificata rafforzata.
The idea of a reinforced qualified majority stems from the conviction shared by several Member States and the European Commission that if the unanimity requirement is maintained in an enlarged Union it will all too often result in stalemate. Unanimity might therefore be replaced in certain cases by a reinforced qualified majority, larger than the 71% of the votes generally required for majority voting. Several proposals have been put forward as to the areas where such a majority would apply and the exact level of the threshold.
Research and development policy: Politica di ricerca e sviluppo.
It is based on provisions in the three founding. The Single European Act introduced the concept of technology into Community law and the EU Treaty then developed the Community's objectives in this field. Supporting the competitiveness of European industry and promoting research to help it face technological challenges are the Community's priorities. 
Resolutions: Risoluzioni.
Statements of principle adopted by the Council of Ministers on the recommendation of the Commission, but not legally binding upon the Member States. 
Revenue: Entrate.
The income of the EC, coming from several sources, and regarded as the EU own resources. 

Right of initiative: Diritto di iniziativa.
So that it can play its role as guardian of the Treaties and defender of the general interest the Commission has been given a right of initiative which empowers and requires it to make proposals on the matters contained in the Treaty, either because the Treaty expressly so provides or because the Commission considers it necessary. 
Schengen (Agreement and Convention): Accordo e convenzione di Schengen.
By the Agreement signed at Schengen on 14 June 1985, Belgium, France, Germany, Luxembourg and the Netherlands agreed that they would gradually remove their common frontier controls and introduce freedom of movement for all individuals who were nationals of the signatory Member States, other Member States or third countries.
The Schengen Convention was signed by the same five States on 19 June 1990. It lays down the arrangements and guarantees for implementing freedom of movement. It amends the relevant national laws and is subject to parliamentary ratification. Italy, Spain and Portugal, Greece, Austria, Sweden, Finland and Denmark have since joined the Convention. 
Secretariat-General: Segreteria generale.
The senior central bureaucratic agency of the Commission, and the major administrative link between the various EU agencies. 
Sectoral Integration: Integrazione differenziata.
The process of integrating national economies in stages, by taking one economic sector at a time, and held to typify the strategy of the 1950s. 

Security policy: Politica sociale.
Formally listed as a EC objective in the Single European Act (SEA), and institutionalised in the Treaty on European Union, but not yet established in practice. 
Single European Act (SEA). A 1987 amendment to the founding treaties dealing primarily with the internal market, European Political Co-operation (EPC), and institutional reform of the EC.

 Single institutional framework: Contesto istituzionale unico.
The single institutional framework is the practical expression of the principle that there is only one set of institutions. It presupposes that Member States wishing to integrate and co-operate still further will agree to act through shared institutions. It also requires the other non-participating Member States to accept that shared institutions can be used for such operations to knit the Union closer together without involving all the Member States. 
Social Charter: Patto sociale.
All the Member States except the United Kingdom adopted the Charter of the Fundamental Social Rights of Workers, commonly known as the Social Charter, in 1989 in the form of a declaration. It is seen as a political instrument containing "moral obligations" whose object is to guarantee that certain social rights are respected in the countries concerned. These primarily relate to the labour market, vocational training, equal opportunities and the working environment. It also contains an explicit request to the Commission to put forward proposals for translating the content of the Social Charter into legislation. The Social Charter has been followed up by social action programmes. 

Stabilisers: Stabilizzatori.
Introduced into the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) in 1988, fixed ceilings on the production and processing guarantees for several agricultural products, backed by co-responsibility levies, above which the level of price support is reduced. 
Structural Funds: Fondi strutturali.
The major expenditure funds of the EC: European Regional Development Fund (ERDF); European Social Fund (ESF), and the Guidance section of the European Agricultural guidance and Guarantee Fund (EAGGF). The Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund are part of the Community's structural policy, which is intended to reduce the gap in terms of development between different regions and between Member States of the European Union and thereby promote economic and social cohesion. 
Subsidiarity: Sussidiarietà.
The principles that the EC can act only when they possess the legal powers to do so, that the EC should act only when an objective can be better achieved at the supranational level, and that the means employed by the EC should be proportional to the desired objective. 
Subsidies: Sussidi.
Generally not permitted, whether to private or public enterprises, if the effect is likely to be contrary to competition policy. 

Supra-nationalism: Sopranazionalità.
The principle that the nature of the structures and decisions of the EC are superior to the national states, and different from intergovernmental co-operation. 
Sustainable development: Sviluppo sostenibile.
The concept of sustainable development refers to a form of economic growth which satisfies society's needs in terms of well-being in the short, medium and - above all - long terms. It is founded on the assumption that development must meet today's needs without jeopardising the prospects of future generations. In practical terms, it means creating the conditions for long-term economic development with due respect for the environment. The Copenhagen world summit for sustainable development (March 1995) stressed the need to combat social exclusion and protect public health. 

System: Sistema.
In the EMC Directive, several items of apparatus combined to fulfil a specific objective and intended to be placed on the market as a single functional unit. This term applies only to the EMC Directive. 

Target Price: Prezzo obiettivo.
The basic price set annually for each commodity within the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), against which the price support to farmers is calculated.

Taxation: Imposizione fiscale.
Generally accepted as a policy field that belongs to the Member States, except where direct taxation policy is against competition policy, and in indirect taxation where the EC have an interest in harmonisation. Despite the introduction of a single market and economic and monetary union, there is still no genuine Community policy on taxation. Specific provisions are laid down in the ECU Treaty, but the decision-making procedure for taxation requires a unanimous vote in the Council. Up to now this has acted as a brake on the adoption of common rules for direct and indirect taxation. 
Treaty of Amsterdam: Trattato di Amsterdam.
It was adopted at the Amsterdam European Council on 16 and 17 June 1997 and signed on 2 October 1997 by the Foreign Ministers of the fifteen Member States. It entered into force on 1 May 1999 after ratification by all the Member States in accordance with their respective constitutional requirements. 
Unanimity: Unanimità.
The term "unanimity" refers to the requirement for all the Member States meeting in the Council to be in agreement before a proposal can be adopted. Since the Single European Act, the unanimity requirement has applied in a much more limited area than before. In the context of the first pillar, voting by qualified majority is now the rule. The second and third pillars, however, still operate exclusively according to the intergovernmental method and the unanimity requirement. 
Veto: Veto.
The right of veto possessed by each Member States in the Council of Ministers. 

WEU: Unione dell’Europa occidentale.
Western European Union is an organisation which was set up in 1948 for the purposes of co-operation on defence and security. It consists of 28 countries with four different types of status. Member States, associate members, observers and associate partners. The EU countries have the status of Member State, except Austria, Denmark, Finland, Ireland and Sweden, which have observer status. 
White Paper: Libro bianco.
Commission White Papers are documents containing proposals for Community action in a specific area. In some cases they follow a Green Paper published to launch a consultation process at European level. Examples include the White Papers on the completion of the internal market, on growth, competitiveness and employment and the approximation of the laws of the associated states of Central and Eastern Europe in areas of relevance to the internal market. When a White Paper has been favourably received by the Council, it can become the action programme for the Union in the area concerned. 
