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Piano cartesiano e retta

YOU & MATHS  Lines through a point Given point ,A 2 4
1

- -` j on the plane, find:
a. the line that passes through point A that is parallel to the x-axis;
b. the line that passes through point A that is parallel to the y-axis.

Let us draw the point ,A 2 4
1

- -` j on the plane. It is easy to draw the line through A that is parallel to the

x-axis (in red), and then the line through A parallel to the y-axis (in blue).
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With the help of the drawing we can recall that:

a. lines that are parallel to the x-axis have the general equation

y k= ;

the line through A and parallel to the x-axis is:

y 4
1

=- ;

b. lines that are parallel to the y-axis have the general equation

x k= ;

the line through A and parallel to the y-axis is:

x 2=- .


