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OVERTURE—“DER FREISCHUTZ”. .. ............... ... .o .. WEBER

Carl Maria von Weber occupied the better part of three years in writing
“Der Freischutz” (The Freeshooter), his eighth opera and generally consid-
ered his masterpiecce. It was completed in 1820, and was first produced in Ber-
lin, with the composer at the conductor’s stand, June 18, 1821. It met with
instant approval, and has remained almost the only Weber opera in modern
repertoires. The overture is an epitome of the entire work, opening, after nine
introductory measures, with the melody for the horns, which has heen madc
widely familiar by its use as a setting for the hymn, “My Jesus, as Thou Wilt.”
Themes from the remainder of the opera are combined to make the overture
one of the most dramatic and melodious orchestral numbers of this type.
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