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The three witches
The passage below, which is the opening scene of the play, introduces the three witches, 
whose prophecies about Macbeth will come true.

 [An open place.]

 [Thunder and lightning. Enter three Witches.]
 1st Witch When shall we three meet again
  In thunder, lightning, or in rain?
 2nd Witch When the hurlyburly’s done,
  When the battle’s lost and won.
5 3rd Witch That will be ere the set of sun1.
 1st Witch Where the place?
 2nd Witch Upon the heath.
 3rd Witch There to meet with Macbeth.
 1st Witch I come, Graymalkin2!
10 All Paddock3 calls.
 3rd Witch Anon4!
 All Fair is foul, and foul is fair:
  Hover5 through the fog and filthy air. [Exeunt.]

T16 William Shakespeare
Macbeth  
(1606)
Act I, Scene I

1 ere the set of sun. Prima del tramonto.
2 Graymalkin. È il nome di un gatto grigio.
3 Paddock. È il nome di un rospo.
4 Anon! Subito!
5 Hover. Planiamo.

READING COMPETENCE

1  READ the text and match the highlighted words and phrases with their Italian translation.

1 brutto, sbagliato  .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2 tuoni e fulmini  ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

3 brughiera  ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

4 bello, giusto  ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

5 tumulto, confusione  ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

6 impura  ..........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

2  READ the text again and do the following activities.

 1 Where does Shakespeare set the scene? What do you imagine there is on the stage?
A A tree.

B A sword.

C Nothing.

 2 What effect does this setting have?
A It disconnects the scene from any normal logical attitude.

B It makes the witches unbelievable.

C It does not arouse the audience’s curiosity.

 3 How would you define the atmosphere?
A Peaceful.

B Neutral.

C Unsettled.
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 4 What is the first word spoken in the play connected with?

A Space.

B Time.

C Reason.

 5 When will the three witches meet again and where?

 6 Who will they meet?

 7 How do the witches move?

 8 What is the air like? Can you think of a reason why?

A It is polluted.

B It is corrupted.

C It is near a dirty place.

 9 Line 2 contains

A a metaphor.

B a simile.

C a paradox.

 10 Line 12 means that  ....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

What theme does it make you think of?

A Confusion of values.

B Madness.

C Humour and happiness.

3  REPORT what you have learnt about the three witches and the themes they introduce.
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