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EZ] A certain colouring of imagination William Wordsworth

‘Preface’ to

. . ‘ > " : Lyrical Ballads
The following extract is taken from the ‘Preface’ to the second edition of Lyrical Ballads [,{ 800)

(1800), regarded as the Manifesto of English Romanticism. Wordsworth expresses a
new concept of poetry, which emphasises the authenticity of rustic life, the use of a

simple language, and the importance of emotions and imagination. B

The principal object, then, which I proposed to myself in these poems was to choose incidents and
situations from common life and to relate or describe them, throughout, as far as was possible, in a
selection of language really used by men; and, at the same time, to throw over them a certain colouring
of imagination, whereby' ordinary things should be presented to the mind in an unusual way; and,

5 further, and above all, to make these incidents and situations interesting by tracing in them, truly
though not ostentatiously? the primary laws of our nature: chiefly, as far as regards the manner in which
we associate ideas in a state of excitement. Low and rustic life was generally chosen, because in that
condition the essential passions of the heart find a better soil in which they can attain their maturity,
are less under restraint, and speak a plainer and more emphatic language; because in that condition

10 of life our elementary feelings co-exist in a state of greater simplicity, and, consequently, may be more
accurately contemplated, and more forcibly communicated; because the manners of rural life germinate
from those elementary feelings; and, from the necessary character of rural occupations, are more easily
comprehended; and are more durable; and lastly, because in that condition the passions of men are
incorporated with the beautiful and permanent forms of nature. The language, too, of these men is

15 adopted (purified indeed from what appear to be its real defects, from all lasting and rational causes of
dislike or disgust) because such men hourly communicate with the best objects from which the best part
of language is originally derived; and because, from their rank in society and the sameness and narrow
circle of their intercourse’, being less under the influence of social vanity they convey their feelings and
notions in simple and unelaborated expressions. [...]

20 Taking up the subject, then, upon general grounds, I ask what is meant by the word ‘poet’? What is
a poet? To whom does he address himself? And what language is to be expected from him? He is a man
speaking to men: a man, it is true, endued with more lively sensibility, more enthusiasm and tenderness,
who has a greater knowledge of human nature, and a more comprehensive soul, than are supposed to
be common among mankind; a man pleased with his own passions and volitions*, and who rejoices

25 more than other men in the spirit of life that is in him; delighting® to contemplate similar volitions and
passions as manifested in the goings-on of the universe, and habitually impelled® to create them where
he does not find them. To these qualities he has added a disposition to be affected more than other men
by absent things as if they were present; an ability of conjuring up’ in himself passions, which are indeed
far from being the same as those produced by real events, yet (especially in those parts of the general

30 sympathy which are pleasing and delightful) do more nearly resemble the passions produced by real
events, than any thing which, from the motions of their own minds merely, other men are accustomed
to feel in themselves; whence®, and from practice, he has acquired a greater readiness and power in
expressing what he thinks and feels, and especially those thoughts and feelings which, by his own choice,
or from the structure of his own mind, arise in him without immediate external excitement’. [...]

35 I have said that poetry is the spontaneous overflow' of powerful feelings: it takes its origin
from emotion recollected in tranquillity: the emotion is contemplated till by a species of reaction the
tranquillity gradually disappears, and an emotion, kindred'! to that which was before the subject of
contemplation, is gradually produced, and does itself actually exist in the mind. In this mood successful
composition generally begins, and in a mood similar to this it is carried on; but the emotion, of whatever

40 kind and in whatever degree, from various causes is qualified by various pleasures, so that in describing
any passions whatsoever'?, which are voluntarily described, the mind will upon the whole be in a state

of enjoyment.
_m
1 whereby. Per mezzo 4 volitions. Desideri. 9 excitement. Stimolo.
del quale. 5 delighting. Gioendo. 10 overflow. Straripamento, profusione.
2 ostentatiously. Ostentatamente. 6 impelled. Spinto, portato. 11 kindred. Simile, affine.
3 narrow ... intercourse. Cerchia ristretta dei loro 7  conjuring up. Evocare. 12 whatsoever. Qualsiasi.
rapporti interpersonali. 8 whence. Da qui.
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READING COMPETENCE

READ the text and match the highlighted words with their Italian translation.

colpito 6 awenimenti
esprimono 7 rievocata, ricordata
principalmente 8 dotato
assomigliano 9 uniformita

1

controllo, costrizione 0 completamente

READ the text again and do the following activities.

Complete the summary of lines 1-7 with the words from the box.

imagination different
. everyday

emotions language
Wordswaorth wants to write poems about (1) situations. He wants to write in simple (2) and
to use his (3) to make people ‘'see’ these ordinary things in a (4) way, which will engage
the readers’ (5)
‘Rustic life’ (line 7) was chosen as a subject because
A itis exotic.
B country people live longer.
C inthis condition men’s passions are in contact with nature.
The poet
A is superior to other men. C  cries more easily.

B has a greater sensibility.

The poet can be affected by things as if they were

5 What does Wordsworth mean by ‘spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings’ (line 35)?

A The source of poetry is reason. C  The source of poetry is deep thought.
B The source of poetry is the heart.

‘Emotion recollected in tranquillity’ (line 36) means
A acalm mind is necessary to make sense of feeling and emotion.
B the poet must restrain his emotions.

C the poet remembers and re-lives
the emotion later.

7 Say if the speaker is a voice outside or inside the text.

8 How would you describe the vocabulary of this passage? Underline the correct alternative in each pair.

10

1 simple / complex 4 general / specific
2 formal/ informal 5  entertaining / didactic
3 concrete/ abstract

How are man, nature and poetry interrelated, according to the poet? Re-order the phrases.
] nature has permanence in itself,

The poet should aspire to such essentiality,

it inspires simple and spontaneous passions

U
U
] free from the influence of social conventions.
1 and elementary feelings.

Man and nature are closely connected;

The speaker’s aim is

A totell astory.

B to contrast town and country.

C tosaywhat Romantic poetry is about.
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11 Complete the diagram below which illustrates the process of poetic creation.

1
sensory

experience

5 4
< .......
v
6
poetry
r COMPLETE the summary with the words from the box.
purified thought spontaneous similar humble
overflow events nature tranquillity sensibility
t  Wordsworth states that the object of Romantic poetry should be (1) ........... ... from everyday life,

E particularly the life of (2) . ..., rustic people, because in that condition the passions of men are
more (3) ... .....and durable, and they are expressed in a simple and direct way. Furthermore, they
are linked to aspects of (4) ............. .....and beauty. Wordsworth also refers to the language to be used,
that is, the language of low and rustic people, (5) . ... from vulgar expressions thanks to the
imagination of the poet.

Wordsworth thinks that good poetry is the spontaneous (6) ... ... of powerful feelings and the poet
is @ man who has more than usual organic (7) ............. ....and has also (8) ............ ... long and
deeply. He claims that poetry has its origin from emotion recollected in (9) o ... In a state of
calm the poet is able to re-live a past emotion giving life toa (10) ............. ... emotion through the inner

eye of imagination.

Spiazzi, Tavella, Layton Performer Heritage.blu © Zanichelli 2018




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Coated FOGRA27 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo false
  /PreserveFlatness false
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages false
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages false
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.40
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages false
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (FOGRA27)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /ITA <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /BleedOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToRGB
      /DestinationProfileName (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
      /DestinationProfileSelector /WorkingRGB
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /ClipComplexRegions true
        /ConvertStrokesToOutlines false
        /ConvertTextToOutlines false
        /GradientResolution 300
        /LineArtTextResolution 1200
        /PresetName ([Alta risoluzione])
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
        /RasterVectorBalance 1
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MarksOffset 6
      /MarksWeight 0.250000
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /UseName
      /PageMarksFile /RomanDefault
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
    <<
      /AllowImageBreaks true
      /AllowTableBreaks true
      /ExpandPage false
      /HonorBaseURL true
      /HonorRolloverEffect false
      /IgnoreHTMLPageBreaks false
      /IncludeHeaderFooter false
      /MarginOffset [
        0
        0
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetadataAuthor ()
      /MetadataKeywords ()
      /MetadataSubject ()
      /MetadataTitle ()
      /MetricPageSize [
        0
        0
      ]
      /MetricUnit /inch
      /MobileCompatible 0
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (GoLive)
        (8.0)
      ]
      /OpenZoomToHTMLFontSize false
      /PageOrientation /Portrait
      /RemoveBackground false
      /ShrinkContent true
      /TreatColorsAs /MainMonitorColors
      /UseEmbeddedProfiles false
      /UseHTMLTitleAsMetadata true
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


