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 Epistole I, 1
L’insegnamento della virtù

1 Prima dicte mihi, summa dicende Camena,
 spectatum satis et donatum iam rude quaeris,
 Maecenas, iterum antiquo me includere ludo?
 Non eadem est aetas, non mens. Veianius armis
5 Herculis ad postem fixis latet abditus agro,
 ne populum extrema totiens exoret harena.
 Est mihi purgatam crebro qui personet aurem:
 “Solve senescentem mature sanus equum, ne
 peccet ad extremum ridendus et ilia ducat”.
10 Nunc itaque et versus et cetera ludicra pono,
 quid verum atque decens, curo et rogo et omnis in hoc sum;
 condo et compono quae mox depromere possim.
 Ac ne forte roges, quo me duce, quo lare tuter;
 nullius addictus iurare in verba magistri,
15 quo me cumque rapit tempestas, deferor hospes.
 Nunc agilis fio et mersor civilibus undis,
 virtutis verae custos rigidusque satelles;
 nunc in Aristippi furtim praecepta relabor
 et mihi res, non me rebus subiungere conor.
20 Ut nox longa quibus mentitur amica, diesque
 longa videtur opus debentibus, ut piger annus
 pupillis quos dura premit custodia matrum,
 sic mihi tarda fluunt ingrataque tempora quae spem
 consiliumque morantur agendi naviter id quod
25 aeque pauperibus prodest, locupletibus aeque,
 aeque neglectum pueris senibusque nocebit.
 Restat ut his ego me ipse regam solerque elementis.
 Non possis oculo quantum contendere Lynceus,
 non tamen idcirco contemnas lippus inungui;
30 nec, quia desperes invicti membra Glyconis,
 nodosa corpus nolis prohibere cheragra.
 Est quadam prodire tenus, si non datur ultra.
 Fervet avaritia miseroque cupidine pectus:
 sunt verba et voces quibus hunc lenire dolorem
35 possis et magnam morbi deponere partem.
 Laudis amore tumes: sunt certa piacula, quae te
 ter pure lecto poterunt recreare libello.
 Invidus, iracundus, iners, vinosus, amator,
 nemo adeo ferus est, ut non mitescere possit,
40 si modo culturae patientem commodet aurem.
 Virtus est vitium fugere et sapientia prima
 stultitia caruisse. Vides, quae maxima credis
 esse mala, exiguum censum turpemque repulsam,
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 quanto devites animi capitisque labore;
45 impiger extremos curris mercator ad Indos,
 per mare pauperiem fugiens, per saxa, per ignis;
 ne cures ea quae stulte miraris et optas,
 discere et audire et meliori credere non vis?
 Quis circum pagos et circum compita pugnax
50 magna coronari contemnat Olympia, cui spes,
 cui sit condicio dulcis sine pulvere palmae?
 Vilius argentum est auro, virtutibus aurum.
 “O cives, cives, quaerenda pecunia primum est;
 virtus post nummos”: haec Ianus summus ab imo
55 prodocet, haec recinunt iuvenes dictata senesque
 laevo suspensi loculos tabulamque lacerto.
 Est animus tibi, sunt mores, est lingua fidesque,
 sed quadringentis sex septem milia desunt:
 plebs eris. At pueri ludentes: “Rex eris”, aiunt,
60 “si recte facies”. Hic murus aeneus esto:
 nil conscire sibi, nulla pallescere culpa.
 Roscia, dic sodes, melior lex an puerorum est
 nenia, quae regnum recte facientibus offert,
 et maribus Curiis et decantata Camillis?
65 Isne tibi melius suadet, qui: “Rem facias, rem,
 si possis, recte, si non, quocumque modo rem”,
 ut propius spectes lacrimosa poemata Pupi;
 an qui Fortunae te responsare superbae
 liberum et erectum praesens hortatur et aptat?
70 Quodsi me populus Romanus forte roget, cur
 non ut porticibus sic iudiciis fruar isdem,
 nec sequar aut fugiam quae diligit ipse vel odit,
 olim quod volpes aegroto cauta leoni
 respondit, referam: “Quia me vestigia terrent,
75 omnia te adversum spectantia, nulla retrorsum”.
 Belua multorum es capitum. Nam quid sequar aut quem?
 Pars hominum gestit conducere publica; sunt qui
 frustis et pomis viduas venentur avaras
 excipiantque senes, quos in vivaria mittant;
80 multis occulto crescit res fenore. Verum
 esto aliis alios rebus studiisque teneri:
 idem eadem possunt horam durare probantes?
 “Nullus in orbe sinus Bais praelucet amoenis”,
 si dixit dives, lacus et mare sentit amorem
85 festinantis eri; cui si vitiosa libido
 fecerit auspicium: “Cras ferramenta Teanum
 tolletis, fabri”. Lectus genialis in aula est:
 nil ait esse prius, melius nil caelibe vita;
 si non est, iurat bene solis esse maritis.
90 Quo teneam voltus mutantem Protea nodo?
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 Quid pauper? Ride: mutat cenacula, lectos,
 balnea, tonsores, conducto navigio aeque
 nauseat ac locuples, quem ducit priva triremis.
 Si curatus inaequali tonsore capillos
95 occurri, rides; si forte subucula pexae
 trita subest tunicae, vel si toga dissidet impar,
 rides: quid? Mea cum pugnat sententia secum,
 quod petiit spernit, repetit quod nuper omisit,
 aestuat et vitae disconvenit ordine toto,
100 diruit, aedificat, mutat quadrata rotundis?
 Insanire putas sollemnia me neque rides
 nec medici credis nec curatoris egere
 a praetore dati, rerum tutela mearum
 cum sis et prave sectum stomacheris ob unguem
105 de te pendentis, te respicientis amici.
 Ad summam: sapiens uno minor est Iove, dives,
 liber, honoratus, pulcher, rex denique regum,
 praecipue sanus, nisi cum pituita molesta est.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 150
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ITA <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [300 300]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


